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Background

The National Acute Oncology Education Group aimed to standardise
education and assessment to improve patient safety. Online acute oncology

(AO) education courses had been developed, but standardised assessment

was needed.
Acute
Patients with oncology Oncology
Team
emergencies can interact with Urgent Site
Care or Specific
different sectors of the A&E Team

workforce throughout their Patient

cancer journey.

“Acute Oncology is

everyone’s business!”

It IS Important to raise awareness of oncological emergencies so

healthcare staff in all settings can recognise, refer and manage

®.

AO Issues to promote patient safety.

To develop four levels of standardised multidisciplinary acute

oncology competence assessment passports.

Methods

Four workshops were held to co-design AO Competence Assessment

Passports for four levels of practice aligned to both the NHS England

Aspiring Cancer Career and Education Development (ACCEND)
programme (2023) and the UKONS AO Knowledge & Skills Framework
(2018).
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Workshop participants represented multidisciplinary professionals from the

Level2
Intermediate

Level 1

Core Expert

four nations of the UK and cancer-specialist education providers. All
contributions were assimilated in a master document, which was reviewed

by the workshop participants. Final edits were made by GM and VL.
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AO Competence Assessment Passports and answer guides for Levels

was developed as a digital
resource with Macmillan

Cancer Support.

2 — 3, an AO Competence Assessment Passport for Level 4 and a

User Guide were created in both print and electronic formats.

DisScussion

The variation in practice in different nations of the UK and different
professional groups became evident during the workshops, which was
challenging to address, but using co-design enabled decision-making that

was satisfactory to all.

Working with professionals from primary care, acute care and the

charitable sector also added rigour to the co-design.

Using a mixed methods design based on >

the Kirkpatrick model of evaluation

(1994), the AO Competence Assessment

Passports will be piloted nationally Northern Scotlana

during Phase 2. reland

The overall aim of the project will be to

develop a knowledgeable and skilled

patients with an oncological emergency.
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